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Dear Resident,

In May 2015 a Conservative Administration was elected to run West Berkshire Council on your behalf. 

During the last 4 years the way in which Local Government is funded has changed and we have 
moved towards a fully self-sustaining model of funding which no longer relies on Central Government 
funding. In order to deliver all of the many successes of the last 4 years, examples of which are listed 
within this Manifesto, we have raised Council Tax. We have done this in line with inflation and are 
now in a position where we are in control of our own destiny and able to continue to deliver those 
services that truly matter to our residents.

We know that West Berkshire is a great place to live, learn and work and we intend with our 
Manifesto commitments to you, to ensure this continues over the next four years. We will deliver this 
within our current Medium Term Financial Strategy as agreed by Council on March 5th 2019.

Our priorities are;

• Keeping West Berkshire a great place to live with public services that work for everyone.

• Caring for our Residents, and thereby ensuring all residents have the chance to thrive.

• Being open for business to enable a strong local economy.
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A Great Place  
to Live 

West Berkshire is a great place to Live, Learn and 
Work.  It is one of the top 6 places to live in England.

West Berkshire is a well-connected thriving  
District with low levels of unemployment, and a  
very well-qualified workforce. It has, in many  
areas, a keenly-felt sense of community.

74% of the District is in an Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty providing many outdoor leisure 
pursuits. 

Our schools are in the top quartile nationally  
for many performance areas. 

We are good at looking after our more  
vulnerable residents; both young and old.  
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Housing in West Berkshire
We know that we need to make sure that there 
are homes available in West Berkshire for all 
stages of our resident’s lives. Conservatives will 
therefore, continue to focus on the delivery of 
Affordable Housing in the District to ensure that 
more people can afford a home, and that our 
housing stock meets the needs of the residents 
of West Berkshire. 

A Conservative administration will continue to 
be a Plan Led Authority. This means that with 
your help we will choose where houses will be 
built, not developers.  This will be achieved with 
the new Local Plan we are developing.

What this means to residents:
Residents of all ages will have better access to 
Housing that they can afford.

Residents will be consulted about areas 
intended for planning through the Local Plan, 
due to be adopted in 2020 to cover the period 
up to 2036. This will provide the basis for 
housing, employment, land and other land 
uses provision over that period. Brown field 
(previously developed land) will be a priority 
over new green field developments.

Successes to date:
• Our current Development Plan 

Document was approved by the 
Planning Inspectorate.

• Since 2015 22.5% of the dwellings we 
have delivered have been Affordable 
Homes.

Local Communities in  
West Berkshire  
We recognise the diverse needs of the District 
and will work with local communities to ensure 
they have the infrastructure that they need to 
meet their needs in their locations.

Residents will be encouraged to create a 
Neighbourhood Development Plan for their 
local community to identify where housing 
should be located within their parish/
neighbourhoods.

It is important to our residents that cultural 
pursuits can form part of a high quality of life.  
To ensure that this continues to be the case we 
will work to protect our West Berkshire heritage 
– both built and natural, work with communities 
to develop vibrant community spaces and 
actively facilitate partnership between cultural 
organisations to maintain a wide range of 
cultural services.

What this means to residents:
Residents will be encouraged to work together 
to find solutions to issues specific to their 
localities  that they are then able to deliver; 
seed funding will be available to assist with this.

Parish Councils and resident groups will be 
helped to take on local work that they are closer 
to and have a better understanding of, so that 
local services meet local need. 

Residents will have the opportunity t  o support 
cultural pursuits of their own choosing.

Public Services that 
work for everyone
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Successes to date:
• West Berkshire was the first “Beacon 

District” for Parish Planning. 90% of 
our towns and parishes have a Parish 
or Town Plan.

• Introduction of the Parish Portal.
• Ownership of Hungerford Library has 

been handed over to the community.
• Thatcham Town Council has 

introduced its own Youth Worker.
• Newbury’s Wharf Public Toilets have 

been taken on by Newbury Town 
Council. 
 

Education in West Berkshire
Conservatives recognise the changing role for 
Local Authorities in Education. There is a mix 
of Academies, Maintained and Independent 
Schools in the District and we will represent 
residents in seeking high standards in 
educational results for all children in these 
schools. When necessary we will escalate 
any concerns to the Regional Schools 
Commissioner.

We will champion a focus on those children 
classified as Disadvantaged to ensure they 
reach the same education standards as their 
peers.

What this means to residents: 
All children across the District will have access 
to a local school place, with a minimum target of 
95% going to 1 of their top 3 preferred choices. 
In order to achieve this we will invest £69.7 
million in school places across the District.

Schools within West Berkshire will focus Pupil 
Premium Grant spend and support on activities 
proven to succeed with children from low 
income families to help them achieve outcomes 
as good as their peers. 

Our aim is that the vast majority of Schools 
residents have access to, within the District, will 
be rated by Ofsted to be Good or Outstanding.

Successes to date:
• 95% of Schools in West Berkshire are 

rated good or outstanding by Ofsted.
• In 2018 98% of Pupils were allocated a 

school place of their preference.
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Flood Alleviation, Waste 
management & recycling
Residents will have their properties protected 
by well-planned flood alleviation schemes.

We will ensure a modern waste service that is 
responsive to both needs of our residents and 
the environment.

What this means to residents:
Residents will continue to have regular kerbside 
collections of their Waste and Recyclables. 

Residents will have the use of Recycling Centres 
in both the East and West of the region.

Successes to date:
• We have developed flood alleviation 

schemes at Thatcham, the Lambourn 
Valley and around the District.

• We have invested £44 million in the 
Padworth Recycling Centre. 
 

Nurturing the Environment
West Berkshire is a beautiful place and we 
commit to enhancing and protecting it for 
future generations. We will care for what we 
have, looking after our physical assets and the 
countryside to ensure they last longer.

What this means to residents:
Conservatives will put the environment at the 
heart of everything we do. We will protect and 
preserve our green spaces by working with 
partners, such as the Berkshire, Buckingham 
and Oxfordshire Wild Life Trust and North 
Wessex Downs Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty, as well as utilising our own Countryside 
Service’s Team to care for the countryside, 
landscape and footpaths.

We will continue to invest in the rural economy, 
for example our comprehensive offer of high 
speed fibre broadband to rural premises and 
our support of rural transport. We will deepen 
our relationship with the farming and racing 
industries, for example through our work with 

the AONB. We will use our approach to planning 
to protect and sustain the beautiful countryside 
of West Berkshire.

We will do all within our power to mitigate 
the effect of climate change on our natural 
environment.

We will make it easier for residents to use 
alternative methods of transport to the car, 
therefore encouraging healthy lifestyles and 
aiding environmental improvements.

We will invest in infrastructure, such as electric 
vehicle charging points and road schemes 
that improve traffic flow and help the local 
environment.

Successes to date:
• Over the last 4 years we have invested 

more than £1.5m in the Berks, Bucks & 
Oxon Wildlife Trust so that our green 
spaces, reserves and commons are 
expertly managed.

• Air Quality in the District is generally 
good, with Nitrogen Dioxide, the 
pollutant of most concern, reducing 
over the last 5 years to 2017.

• We have opened a new bus station; 
secured funding for the major 
improvements to Newbury Railway 
Station and upgrades at other railway 
stations; invested in in-house, public 
and community transport and in 
cycling and pedestrian infrastructure. 
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Caring for our 
residents

Conservatives understand the changing needs of our 
residents. People are living longer and this means we 
have a growing older population to care for. Medical 
advances and better diagnosis have contributed to 
us caring for more children with special educational 
needs and disabilities. We need to ensure that those 
who most need our help, get it. We will help our 
residents not only live longer but live healthier.

Health & Wellbeing in West 
Berkshire
We will promote parity of esteem for both 
physical and mental health to enable residents 
to live healthy lives across the District.

What this means to residents:
We will work with local employers to ensure 
residents receive support for their mental 
health needs in their workplace and within their 
community.

Ensuring all West Berkshire 
residents can thrive

Future development within the District will take 
into account the need to protect recreational 
spaces to allow residents the space and 
facilities for physical activity.

We will further develop and deliver an 
integrated leisure strategy, which will provide 
better, high-quality sports and leisure facilities 
across the District.     
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Successes to date:
• Establishment and development of 

Multi Agency Health and Wellbeing 
Board.

• Establishment of the innovative 
Emotional Health Academy for our 
young people.

• Creation of the successful Suicide 
Prevention Group with 50 local 
employers already engaged.

• Investment in the Newbury to 
Thatcham Cycle route. 
 

Vulnerable People in West 
Berkshire
We will provide help and protection to those 
who need it and are least able to look after 
themselves or who are considered vulnerable.

What this means to residents:
Children who are at risk of abuse will be 
protected in a timely manner and the risks they 
face will be mitigated by the work of our Social 
Care Teams.

Children that become looked after by the 
Council will receive a high level of support 
including a stable home, a good education 
and care to enable them to have the same life 
chances as their peers.

Residents with disabilities will have the same 
opportunities as the able, and additional 
support will be available based on their needs.

Elderly residents will receive support to stay 
in their own homes. When this is no longer 
possible they will be provided with a good level 
of service from our Social Care Teams to obtain 
a good level of care.

Residents at risk of Homelessness will receive 
timely support to prevent them becoming 
homeless and if they do become homeless will 
be accommodated within the District.

Rough Sleepers will have a Hostel Bed made 
available to them and given support to resolve 
their problems.

Successes to date:
• In 2017 our Children’s Services were 

rated ‘Good’ by Ofsted.
• Establishment of a single point of entry 

for concerns regarding the safety of a 
child.

• Inspection of our services for children 
and young people with special 
educational needs & disabilities found 
outcomes are ‘Good’.

• The Care Quality Commission have 
rated all 5 of WBC’s Adult Services as 
‘Good’.

• A new Safeguarding Adults service 
online makes it easier for members of 
our communities to get in touch with 
us if they have concerns about the 
safety or welfare of an adult.

• Implementation of the Homeless 
Reduction Act.
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Open for business

To maintain the services outlined above requires 
funding from a successful and growing local economy.  
The following is what we Conservatives have done 
and will continue to do in order to maintain an 
environment supportive of business.

Infrastructure Investment in 
West Berkshire
Conservatives will continue to add to our 
existing investments in roads, super-fast fibre 
based broadband and transport, making West 
Berkshire easily accessible for physical and 
digital business communications.

We will invest at least £39 million between 2019-
23 in transport and infrastructure to keep West 
Berkshire traffic moving efficiently and safely.  

A strong local economy

We will continue to have environmentally 
friendly options for travel through our 
investment in cycle ways, footpaths and public 
transport. We will install more electric vehicle 
charging points to encourage electric vehicles.

What this means to residents and businesses:
Road users will experience roads in good 
condition and travel on a well-managed 
network.  Business access to Heathrow, London, 
the midlands and Ports such as Southampton 
and digital communications to the world will be 
enhanced. 
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Successes to date:
• £4m investment in superfast 

broadband, ensuring WB has the 
fastest and most extensive rural 
broadband in the UK, with speeds 
faster than many parts of London.

• Rail electrification comes to Newbury 
bringing cleaner and faster trains.

• Major investments in the highway 
network, for example the route 
upgrade of the A4 in Calcot from 
Langley Hill to the M4 and the 
resurfacing of 145 miles of road in the 
District this term. 
 

Skills and Employment in West 
Berkshire
Conservatives will ensure the District is 
attractive to the business community. We will 
encourage the development of new commercial 
opportunities across the District to ensure high 
employment and a strong local economy.

What this means to residents:
Skills training available in the District will be 
focused on the skills that the Local Enterprise 
Partnership (LEP) and key local employers 
identify that we have a need for to ensure the 
local workforce have the skills to support the 
local economy.

Residents will live in one of the most successful 
regions in the UK, with high employment and 
high living standards.

Children growing up in the District will have a 
wide range of employment opportunities in the 
District.

Our investment in infrastructure will help 
Businesses to thrive and planning will enable 
their economic and physical expansion.

Successes to date:
• Successfully being awarded Business 

Rates Pilot in 2018 ensuring business 
growth is reinvested in local area.

• Unemployment at a record low in 
the District and in the top 5 areas for 
economic growth in the country. 

• We are in top 10 local authorities 
with lowest numbers in the country 
for Young People not in education, 
employment or training (NEET).

• Local Development Order for 
Greenham Business Park: will 
enable ease of future commercial 
development.
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Commercialisation
Conservatives will look for opportunities that 
generate alternative sources of revenue to 
deliver local services.

Innovative services that generate income will be 
introduced. Residents will have their needs met 
in new and efficient ways. We aim to introduce 
two to three new projects per year, with a 
minimum targeted income of £200k per year.

What this means to residents:
Their Council will spend within its means, 
keeping tight control of budgets to ensure a 
balanced budget that fits within the income 
available, while delivering against their 
published strategy.

We will invest in property and innovative new 
ways of delivering services that generate 
a return on investment that can be used to 
subsidise public services, in order to reduce 
potential Council Tax increases to residents.

Promoted by Dominic Boeck acting as Agent on behalf of West Berkshire Conservatives,  
both at Park Street Offices, Park Street, Newbury, RG14 1EA.

Printed by Apple Print & Creative Ltd, Abex Road, Newbury RG14 5EY.

An Ambitious 
Council
Funding our District 
West Berkshire Conservatives recognise the services they deliver will 
be paid for by West Berkshire residents. Currently Local Authorities 
can only raise direct income to pay for services by collecting Council 
Tax and Business Rates. We will continue to strive to be wise 
and efficient when spending, while recognising the requirement 
to balance the needs of many when delivering public services.

Successes to date:
• Two successful bids for inclusion of the 

Business Rate Retention Pilot Scheme 
that have added £3.25 million to our 
income.

• Establishment of a Commercial 
Property Portfolio, with immediate 
positive returns. The current forecast 
will result in £7.5m net income from 
our investments over the next 4 years, 
and will continue to provide returns for 
years to come.

• Successful Family Safeguarding Model 
Innovation Bid enabling us to change 
the way we work with families to deliver 
a better service to the whole family.

• Currently 18% of Adults in West 
Berkshire are over 65, by 2036 this 
will have risen to 27%. In order to 
sustain support we have taken the 
maximum Adult Social Care Precept 
alongside your Council Tax and we will 
need to continue to do so.


